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Item 8.01 Other Events.

MediciNova, Inc. announced today the appointment of Dr. Federico Gaeta as Chief Scientific Officer. Dr. Gaeta has served as Senior Scientific Advisor
and previously as Consultant for MediciNova since 2010, and is responsible for drug discovery, formulation development, manufacturing and related
activities. Previously, Dr. Gaeta was a consultant for Avigen, Inc. before its merger with MediciNova. Prior to joining forces with MediciNova,

Dr. Gaeta was a senior management executive with Geron and Cytel corporations. In addition, Dr. Gaeta garnered additional drug discovery and
development experience at multinational pharma companies including Bristol Myers Squibb and Merck. Dr. Gaeta obtained his Ph.D. in chemistry from
Rice University and completed postdoctoral research at UCLA under Dr. Donald J. Cram, Nobel laureate in chemistry. He is named inventor in over 100
patents and patent publications.
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